
The Army Health Service

Chain of evacuations and rst aid for the wounded
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With battle raging across the front line and the number of wounded soldiers growing, an evacuation chain was q

uickly put in place by the Army Health Service.

As explained perfectly by Alain Larcan and Jean-Jacques Ferrandis in their book Le Service de Santé aux armé

es pendant la Première Guerre mondiale: "The Regimental Health Service collected the injured who were walkin

g or fetched immobilized injured soldiers from the battle eld. The service prepared them for evacuation. The

divisional Health Services loaded the injured into ambulances or automobile health sections. The army corps he

alth service managed evacuations and kept operational resources - i.e. ambulances - close at hand, for those w

ho could not be moved and those with very minor injuries. Evacuations were carried out to the Staging Zone, eit

her to hospitals in the rear-guard, or to the interior of the country. These evacuations were performed using hos

pital trains. The operating conditions of the chain were, however, different with regard to the distances to be tra

velled during warfare and stabilization of the front."

MILITARY HOSPITALS IN SEINE-ET-MARNE IN THE
GREAT WAR

arly in the war, thousands of wounded soldiers were evacuated to the most suitable buildings, whose
layout changed depending on the situation at the front.
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Civilian hospital : sick soldiers could be sent to civilian hospitals in towns without garrisons or to those

whose military force was less than 300 men.



Mixed hospitals : several civilian hospitals became mixed - i.e. they could take both injured civilians and the

war wounded.



Annex hospitals : under the authority of the Mixed Hospitals. They were established in requisitioned areas

(mansions, castles, schools, private homes etc.).



Additional or temporary hospitals : managed exclusively by the Army Health Service and deployed in the

interior. They were often open during the arrival of casualties in times of intense ghting. They were also

known as temporary hospitals.



Convalescent hospital units : health facilities in charge of the medical-legal situation of soldiers leaving

treatment hospitals.



Auxiliary hospitals : health facilities set up by different associations: Military Causalities Relief Society,

Women's Union of France, French Ladies Association. They provided intensive care and used treatment

equipment when the budget was su cient.



Temporary hospitals : set up by the Red Cross during a large in ux of wounded soldiers.

Volunteer hospitals : were established through private initiatives or donations (local councils, convents,

local landowners, private schools or committees). They themselves administered and received the military

health service at a xed daily rate.



Injured soldiers assistance establishments : reserved for seriously injured soldiers such as the disabled,

tuberculosis sufferers, malaria patients and victims of gassing.
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